
Breaking 
Barriers: 
Aligning the Power of 
Certifications w/ Your IKIGAI



Agenda



How To Be A Unicorn In A Field of Horses
1. I feel passionate and excited about my work or main activities.

2. I believe that my skills and talents are utilized and valued in what I do.

3. My work or activities have a positive impact on others or society.

4. I enjoy and look forward to my daily routines and responsibilities.

5. I have identified my core values and live in alignment with them.

6. I feel a deep sense of fulfillment and purpose in my personal life.

7. I have strong and meaningful relationships with the people around me.

8. I regularly engage in activities or hobbies that bring me joy and relaxation.

9. I am satisfied with my financial situation and feel fairly compensated for my efforts.



Align Your 
“Why”

“iki”= life
“gai”=worth or value
Loosely translated IKIGAI=a reason for being



Define Your Journey: Intention & Passion
“The way to get started is to quit talking and 

begin doing.”

~Walt Disney

Most Valuable IT Certifications, 2021
(Source: Global Knowledge Study, Top 15 Paying IT Certifications for 2021)

Certification Annual Salary

Google Certified Professional Data Engineer $171,749

Google Certified Professional Cloud Architect $169,029

AWS Certified Solutions Architect – Associate $159,033

CRISC – Certified in Risk and Information Systems Control $151,995

CISSP-Certified Information Systems Security Professional $151,853

CISM – Certified Information Security Manager $149,246

PMP – Project Management Professional $148,906

NCP-MCI – Nutaniz Certified Professional – Multicloud Infrastructure $142,810

CISA – Certified Information Systems Auditor $134,460

VCP-DVC Vmware Certified Professional-Data Center Virtualization 2020 $132,947

MCSE: Windows Server $125,980

Microsoft Certified: Azure Administrator Associate $121,420

CCNP Enterprise – CISCO Certified Network Professional – Enterprise $118,911

CCAV Citrix Certified Associate –Virtualization $115,308

CompTIA Security+ $110,974

ITIL 4 practitioner $98,000 - $200,000

Organizational Change Management – Prosci ADKAR Practitioner $90,000-$225,000

v CSM 91k-189k
v CSPO 97k-130k
v SAFe Agile $80k-$135K
v Coach up to up to $234k



Tips: Rules of 
Thumb

There Are No Limits

Build a Brand Story 

Flow and Gratitude 



Tricks: Own 
Your Brand

Digital Media and Networking

Elevator Pitch and Power Bites

$$$ Know Your Worth - Cha Ching $$$



Pitfalls 



TURNING TIPS, TRICKS AND 
PITFALLS INTO ACTION: 
Unleash Your IKIGAI

Created by Ken Mogi



Summary



Thank You

LinkedIn

https://www.linkedin.com/in/gabrielle-davidsen-67a3301/

